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I write this having this morning met our new Year 7 intake, as they embark on two days of
induction at the school. It is always a delight to see so many eager new students who are
both excited and nervous as they prepare to make the move to a new school. I then think
of the Year 11 group that have just left us, and it feels like five minutes since they were
here on their induction – where does the time go?! Speaking of time passing quickly, this
summer marks the end of my tenth year as Headteacher of Limehurst, and I would like to
thank you for your support. It remains my pleasure and privilege to lead this school.
I look back on 2018-19 with a sense of quiet satisfaction. Limehurst is now firmly
established as one of the highest-achieving schools in the county, and indeed nationally.
We are increasingly welcoming teachers and leaders from schools across the country, who
come to find out what it is about Limehurst that makes us so successful – in the top 4% of
schools nationally. I am clear that this is down to two main reasons: the very high quality
of staff here at Limehurst, and the positive relationships that exist between staff, students
and parents. I hope that you feel proud to be a part of the Limehurst community. I say
satisfaction rather than celebration because we still feel the tragic loss of one of our
students earlier in the year, which was a very difficult time for all of us.
You will have received a letter from us recently regarding uniform expectations when
we start the new school year. Those expectations have not changed, so we ask for your
support in ensuring your child ‘looks the part’ when they come to school. We see this as
part of getting prepared for the world of work, and I firmly believe that maintaining high
standards on things such as uniform and punctuality lead to a more productive working and
learning environment.
Term dates for 2019-20 are contained within this newsletter. Please use them when
planning family holidays for next year. Also note that the government has moved the 2020
May Day bank holiday; this will now be on Friday 8th May 2020. For those of you who are
very organised, the 2020-21 term dates are already published on our website!
Finally, a reminder that we finish at 1.15pm on Friday 12th July. I wish all staff, students and
their families a peaceful and relaxing holiday, and I look forward to seeing you on the first
day of term, Thursday 29th August.
Yours sincerely
Jonathan Mellor
Headteacher
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TRIPS AND VISITS

LOUGHBOROUGH UNIVERSITY

YEAR 7 LONDON TRIP

On Wednesday 15th May, ten Year 10 Limehurst students visited Loughborough University to see the
“Engineering Design” exhibition as part of their wider careers education programme.

On Thursday 27th and Friday 28th June, 30 year 7 students visited London for an overnight trip. It was
a fantastic experience for the students and everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves. The students
were really well behaved throughout. On day one the trip included a visit to the Tower of London,
Trafalgar Square a meal at Garfunkel’s and an evening performance of Disney’s ‘The Lion King’.

This was an opportunity to see Undergraduate and Masters Degree students final year projects and to
hear how they came about. The range and scope of the projects was very impressive and ranged from
designing and manufacturing a new headlight for a Bentley GT to producing new inserts for tennis
shoes.
The purpose of the day was to help our students find out more about the future career and learning
opportunities in design, technology and engineering and many of them took the opportunity to chat to
the Loughborough University students about their projects. Hopefully, some of our students will now
feel that careers and courses in design and engineering are something that they can consider.

Following a night at a hotel and breakfast, the group had a sightseeing walk that took in the Houses of
Parliament and Big Ben, Downing Street, St. Horse Guards, a picnic in St. James Park and Buckingham
Palace before returning home to Limehurst for late afternoon.

Loughborough University also generously provided all our students with a backpack containing some
useful products which was much appreciated by our students.

DE MONTFORT HALL
Our steel band was invited to perform at the Leicestershire Schools’ Music Service concert on
Wednesday June 26th. Limehurst steel band started off their section with a piece before playing with
bands from English Martyrs and Crown Hills.
Pat Munroe, the steel pan tutor said that the Limehurst band was the smallest steel band that she
teaches but they are the best.
On induction days they have also entertained our students from primary schools with the hope of
inspiring some new members.

SUMMER CONCERT
We had our annual summer concert on Tuesday 18th June. Family and friends were entertained
by our Steel Band, Singing Group, instrumental soloists as well as the Loughborough Schools’ Area
Orchestra. The orchestra pieces were based around the theme of Film Music before ending with a joint
performance of ‘Don’t Stop’ by the Area Orchestra and Singing Group.
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH
YEAR 11 ASSESSED EXPEDITION
After being rescheduled several times the Year 11 DofE group finally got out and completed their
assessed expedition. I have to say they performed magnificently throughout the weekend. They were
on time throughout the majority of their walk and their camp craft skills were excellent.
I was really proud of how they had developed over the 2 years that it has taken to complete their
awards and they will be able to take forward the skills that they have developed during the course. It
really was a pleasure to spend the weekend with them all.
Big thank you to Ms Barnsdale, Mr Allum and Mr Lincoln who gave up their time, without their effort
the weekend couldn’t have gone ahead!

KEYSTAGE 4
GCSE EXAM RESULTS
Well done to all Y11 students that took GCSE exams in May / June.
Results will be available for collection on Thursday 22 August between 9:00am and 11:00am from
Room 25 in the Shakespeare building.
Results will only be given to students. If you are unable to collect your results in person on the day, you
can arrange for someone to collect them on your behalf. The appointed person will need to bring in an
authorisation letter from yourself and their proof of identity.
Results will not be given out by telephone or by email and will not be posted unless you have brought
in a stamped addressed envelope.
If you can’t collect your results on the 22nd, they will be available for collection when school starts,
during break and lunch times, from Reception.
Miss V Narsing
Assessment Manager

YEAR 9 DUKE OF EDINBURGH TRAINING

The end of an academic year is always a time for reflection as we complete another round of GCSE’s and
say our goodbyes to another year eleven. The Class of 19 are now through one of the most challenging
periods of their lives, so far, of revising for and sitting their GCSEs. They have completed all this with
true resilience! We have been so proud how they have conducted themselves; calmly getting on with
the task in hand.

The Year 9 group getting on brilliantly with their Duke of Edinburgh Awards. Many of them are well
underway with completing several of their sections. Their expedition training has started during the
summer term and they have completed sessions on navigation and camp craft during the past two
weeks.

Then we were able to celebrate. They have enjoyed
their final assembly with the usual fond farewell speech,
a look at their time at Limehurst with (some slightly
embarrassing) pictures and a thank you ovation to their
form tutors, teaching and supporting staff. Their enjoyment
and raucous thank you applause was heard throughout the
school that
afternoon!

They will be taking part on a practice hike from Bradgate Park back to school on the final Tuesday of
term which should end their training off for the year nicely.

It is with the biggest well-wishes that we say goodbye to the outgoing year elevens and good luck in
their next step in education.
Miss Armstrong – KS4 Leader
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Y10 Art, Textiles, and 3D Design Trip

KEYSTAGE 4

Our Year 10 Artists, Textile Designers, and 3D Designers had the opportunity to view
the yearly degree exhibition at Loughborough University. As the three courses work
closely together at Limehurst it was It was especially interesting to see how media
and skills from different areas can be combined to create new and innovative
results. The show included work from a huge range of disciplines and was a great
source of inspiration for our upcoming exam units.

CAREER NEWS

With Loughborough University being ranked 4th in the UK for Art and Design (Times /
Sunday Times Good University Guide) 3rd in the UK for Fashion and Textiles
(Guardian University Guide 2020) and 28th worldwide for Art and Design (QS World
University Rankings by Subject 2019)…we are so lucky to have this opportunity right
on our doorstep!

We have many aspirations for our students at Limehurst and not least is the desire that they can enter
the world of work ready with the skills to succeed in any job sector they wish to pursue. To this end we
aim to provide them all with work related information, guidance and experiences.

MOCK INTERVIEWS
One of the highlights of the year is providing our year tens with a Mock Interview Experience. Through
Leicestershire Cares, who bring businesses and communities together through employee volunteering,
we were able to invite twelve local volunteers into school to interview all our students in year ten.
Their form tutors worked hard to prepare them in how to conduct themselves positively and
create a C.V. and personal statement. The students are understandably nervous to begin with but their
confidence after the interview is measured in their smiles as they leave. They are required to dress
appropriately for the interview and as you can see get suitably “suited and booted” for the event.

Degree work by: Joanna Stubbs, Rowena
Judd, Morgan Lloyd Lucy Scarlett, Mollie
Toye, Ellie Thompson, Jessica Wake

Year 9 Aim Higher!
WORK EXPERIENCE
Some of our students have completed work experience in a wide variety of job sectors. They were able
to choose an area that they were interested in and spent a week gaining valuable work experience that
will stand them in good stead whether applying for a job or a further education course. It will be a vital
part of their C.V. in a competitive world.
Miss Armstrong – Careers Leader
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Year 9 Students have been practising their Food
preparation skills by completing an exam style
task. They had to research, plan and make a
dish from a Mediterranean country.
Students excelled with examples of French,
Spanish, Greek, Italian and Moroccan cuisines –
Yum!
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SCIENCE
STEM CLUB

STEM AND TEENTECH COLLABORATION WITH LOUGHBOROUGH SCHOOLS FOUNDATION

The participants of STEM club had just over a month to research and come up with an original concept
to enter the Shell Bright Ideas Challenge.

Since October 2018, a group of year 10 girls have been dedicating their time and efforts on a
remarkable project to revolutionise mental healthy awareness and support. They were supported
by Mrs Kaur from Loughborough Schools Foundation and would attend monthly meetings at the
Grammar School to work on their project - Virtual Response.

Their team - STEM4Future, submitted a proposal to generate energy from the reflected light of the
moon to meet the increasing energy needs of cities for the future. Although they did not make it to
the finals, the judges were impressed with the research and idea and the team were given feedback as
to how they could further improve their idea.

Well done Marco, Alan, Jack and Paolo (Year 8).
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In May, team Virtual Response were nominated for 2 awards (Health and Digital Skills) and travelled
to London in June to attend the Finals ceremony at the Savoy Place. They were selected from 5000
national entries, 86 in the category of Health and were in the top 3 overall. The girls grew in confidence,
pitch after pitch to panels of judges, professionals, teachers and other students. We are extremely
proud of Maariya, Salimah and Nahiyan, well done on such a huge achievement!

“It’s been a privilege to be a part of such an esteemed experience, we’ve learnt and done so much!
TeenTech has given us the platform to advocate our passion regarding our project, from utilising new
software programmes to pitching our idea to category specialists, TeenTech is definitely one of our most
memorable experiences.” Maariya, Salimah and Nahiyan (Y10)
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SCIENCE
SALTERS FESTIVALS OF CHEMISTRY YEAR 8

MUSIC
INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS

A team of students represented Limehurst
Academy at the University of Nottingham in May.
The day started with team tasks to complete and an
experience of working in professional laboratories.
Exemplary teamwork and behaviour was shown by
all.
Well done Bushraa, Alexa, Marco, Alan.

SALTERS FESTIVALS OF CHEMISTRY YEAR 9
A team of students represented Limehurst Academy at the University of Nottingham in June. The day
was full of practical work to produce paracetamol with the added benefit of working in professional
laboratories.
Exemplary behaviour was shown by all
Well done Jasmine, Sarina, Farhan and Junayd.

If you would like your child to learn a musical instrument and take part in the musical life of the school
please speak to Mr Simpson or Miss Johnson who will set things up for your child. We are currently
able to offer lessons on the following instruments:
Piano			
Guitar
Bass guitar
Trumpet
Baritone
Trombone
Euphonium
Keyboard
Steel pans
In most situations we are also able to loan instruments in order for students to have lessons.

LIMEHURST BUDDIES
Our Buddy System, set up primarily to enable a smoother transition for new pupils commencing at
Limehurst Academy is a great success. We would like to thank the following students for their fantastic
work this term in helping the students to integrate quickly into their new school environment:
George Hambleton (7WH)
Abderrahman Azbaid El Ouahabi (7WH)
Luis Olaru (8ST)
Rajesh Roy (8BN)
India Coster-Dooay (8MC)
Jasmine Wright (9PI)
Catalina Neaga (9WD)
Mrs R Chauhan
Head of EAL
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SCHOOL UNIFORM

STAFFING INFORMATION
SCHOOL DRESS CODE

STAFFING
We have a few staff who are leaving us this summer. We are very proud of Sarah Bonar, who has
secured a professional rugby contract with the Scottish Rugby Union. Well done, Sarah, and good
luck! Also leaving us with our very best wishes is Elia Bello from Modern Foreign Languages. Leaving
us from the support staff team are James Beech, Kerry Woodwark, Dan Reid and Andy Paget. Thanks
to all of them for their hard work at Limehurst.
James is also getting married this summer, as is Toni-Ann Durrands (not to each other!)
congratulations to both of them.

At Limehurst Academy, we feel that it is very important to have a clear uniform policy that is consistently
enforced. We are concerned that a minority of students are not following the school uniform policy and
so we are reminding yourselves and the students that they should be dressed appropriately.
The school dress code can be found on the school website or by following this link:
https://www.limehurst.org.uk/schooluniform
We would particularly like to address the following issues:

In a change of role, Mari Paskin will become our new SENDCo after the summer.

Students should wear a school cardigan, jumper or blazer. Hoodies or other sweatshirts are
not permitted

Joining us for the new term in August are:

School trousers should be worn which are of appropriate length and are not excessively
tight. Jeans or “jean- type” trousers, skin tight trousers or leggings are not permitted.

George Glover		
Alex Jones			
Preanka Saha		
Richard Wheeler `

Head of PE
Teacher of English
Teacher of Mathematics
Teacher of Geography

Good luck to all of our new starters!
Mr J Mellor
Headteacher

Skirts should be of appropriate knee length and should not be excessively tight.
Plain black footwear should be worn without any obvious logos.
All students should wear a white shirt which is to be tucked in and a school tie.
Pupils are allowed to wear a wrist watch and stud earrings, one stud in each ear. No other
jewellery may be worn including nose studs tongue studs or facial piercings.
Students should wear the Limehurst PE kit for their PE lessons. Other sports wear is not
permitted.
Hair colour should remain natural. Brightly died hair is not permitted.
If you need to purchase or order Limehurst branded uniform including blazers, jumpers, cardigans or PE
polo shirts you can do so through reception. Trousers and shirts cannot be purchased through school.
Failure to conform to this policy may result in your child being kept out of circulation until the situation
is rectified. We thank you for your continued support and if you have any concerns, please do not
hesitate to contact your child’s form teacher at Limehurst Academy.
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RECYCLE YOUR
CRISP PACKETS!

INFORMATION
BEHAVIOUR TO/FROM SCHOOL
Behaviour in school has been judged as Outstanding by OFSTED in their last two visits, and visitors to
the school routinely comment on the calm, learning atmosphere.
We are very proud of this, and also of our community relations, so I am disappointed to have to report
that we still – very occasionally - receive some complaints of anti-social behaviour by our pupils on the
way to and from school. So far, in each case, I have been able to identify those responsible and they
have been made to apologise to those reporting the incidents.

Every year countless pieces of
crisp packets end up in
landfill sites across the UK.
We are working with
TerraCycle® to put an end to
this enormous loss of
resources.

Please remind your child of their responsibilities while travelling to and from school, particularly if they
are using public transport.

The Crisp Packet Recycling
Scheme allows us to recycle
your crisp packets and
prevent them from ending up
in landfill.

POLICY ON DETENTIONS
I am sure most of you are aware that the Department for Education has removed the need for schools
to give parents 24-hours’ notice of after-school detentions.
As has always been the case, we reserve the right to keep pupils for up to 10 minutes at the end of
school to discuss minor breaches of the school behaviour policy. Please rest assured that, where a
longer detention of up to one hour may be appropriate, we would always contact you first to let you
know.

Not only are you helping the
environment, but the waste you
recycle with us also helps to fund
schools or organisations.

PUNCTUALITY
Parents are reminded that students will be kept for fifteen minutes at the end of the day if they arrive
at school after 8.45am. Repeated lateness to school will result in more severe sanctions being applied.

BREAKFAST CLUB
Drop off your
waste at....

Your collection
leader is...
(name)

The more you
recycle, the more
money we raise!

(contact information)

Learn more at www.terracycle.co.uk.

We provide free breakfast for ALL students. It will be served in the Dining Room between 8:00 and 8:30
Toast
Cereal
Hot Chocolate
Tea
Coffee
Fruit juice

TerraCycle® and the TerraCycle Logo® are all property of TerraCycle, Inc. used under license. ©2018. All rights reserved.
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TERM DATES

COMMUNICATION

How to download & register your app
Step 1. Download the Weduc app

AUTUMN TERM
School Opens		
Mid-Term Break		
School Closes		

Thursday 29th August 2019
Monday 21st to Friday 25th October 2019
Friday 20th December 2019

SPRING TERM

Step 2. Enrol using the enrolment code
sent to you via email/letter
Step 3. Confirm your email address &
phone number on the app

School Opens		
Mid-Term Break		
School Closes		

Tuesday 7th January 2020
Monday 17th to Friday 21st February 2020
Friday 3rd April 2020

SUMMER TERM
School Opens		
May Day Bank Holiday
Mid-Term Break		
School Closes		

Step 4. Enter the pin sent to you via
email/text

Monday 20th April 2020
Monday 4th May 2020
Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2020
Friday 10th July 2020

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Step 5. Create a password
Step 6. Start using your app, now!
If you require any additional support, please contact your school

CONTACT DETAILS

14, 15 & 28 August
22 August 			
29 August 			

School Uniform Shop 		
GCSE Examination Results
School opens

10:00 - 2:00
9:00 - 11:00

				

It is very important that you inform school of any new contact telephone numbers or addresses. These
details need to include a primary and secondary contact.
In the event of your child suffering an accident or not feeling well we may need to
contact you urgently.

Limehurst Academy • Bridge Street • Loughborough • Leicestershire • LE11 1NH
Tel: 01509 263444 • email: admin@limehurst.org.uk • website: www.limehurst.org.uk • Twitter: @LimehurstAc
Headteacher: Mr J Mellor
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