
 
 
 
 

GCSE Literature Independent Study  

- Use the links to start your independent study of each set text 

- Aim to do 1 - 1 ½ hours per week of extra reading / research 

- Split this time up into 30 minute slots - set a timer and stick to it - this works!  

 

Text  Revision / Learning Resource 

Macbeth  The entire play  
Spark Notes 
BBC Bitesize 
The British Library  
Ghosts in Shakespeare  
Witches in Macbeth  
Manhood and the ‘milk of human kindness’ in Macbeth  
Conjuring darkness in Macbeth  
Macbeth character list  
Cliff Notes  
Introduction to the main characters  

Animal Farm  The full text  
Spark Notes  
BBC Bitesize  
The British Library  
An introduction to Animal Farm  
Animal Farm and the beast fable  
Letter from T.S. Eliot to George Orwell  
Cliff Notes  
Main Characters  
Revision guide  
Revision guide with chapter summaries  

Blood Brothers  BBC Bitesize 
Revision guide 
Revision guide 
Mr Bruff analysis video 
Lit Charts study guide 
Theme mindmap 
Themes and key quotations 

Frankenstein  The full text  
Spark Notes  
BBC Bitesize  
The British Library  
Revision guide 
Cliff Notes  
Themes in Frankenstein  
Key quotations  

A Christmas Carol  The full text  
Spark Notes  

http://shakespeare.mit.edu/macbeth/full.html
http://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/macbeth/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/dramamacbeth/
https://www.bl.uk/works/macbeth
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/ghosts-in-shakespeare
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/witches-in-macbeth
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/manhood-and-the-milk-of-human-kindness-in-macbeth
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/conjuring-darkness-in-macbeth
https://www.playshakespeare.com/macbeth/characters
https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/m/macbeth/macbeth-at-a-glance
http://www.shakespeare-online.com/plays/macbeth/macbethchars.html
http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks01/0100011h.html
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/animalfarm/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/proseanimalfarm/
https://www.bl.uk/works/animal-farm
https://www.bl.uk/20th-century-literature/articles/an-introduction-to-animal-farm
https://www.bl.uk/20th-century-literature/articles/animal-farm-and-the-beast-fable
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/letter-from-t-s-eliot-faber-to-george-orwell-rejecting-animal-farm-13-july-1944
https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/a/animal-farm/book-summary
https://www.shmoop.com/animal-farm/characters.html
http://curriculumproject.org/wp-content/uploads/AF_SB_DRAFT_Aug2012-web.pdf
http://www.penguin.com/static/pdf/teachersguides/animalfarm.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/dramabloodbrothers/
http://www.maltbyacademy.com/attachments/download.asp?file=880&type=pdf
http://www.irevise.com/Content-Display/Download-Manager/ProductInfoID/15631/FileID/27340/Filename/Blood-Brothers---Revision-Notes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RXHQrw7AI8A
http://www.litcharts.com/lit/blood-brothers
https://getrevising.co.uk/diagrams/blood-brothers-main-themes
https://quizlet.com/189675200/blood-brothers-themes-quotes-flash-cards/
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/84/84-h/84-h.htm
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/frankenstein/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/prosefrankenstein/
https://www.bl.uk/works/frankenstein
http://www.sparknotes.com/free-pdfs/uscellular/download/frankenstein.pdf
https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/f/frankenstein/book-summary
https://www.shmoop.com/frankenstein/themes.html
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/frankenstein/quotes.html
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/46
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/christmascarol/


 
 
 
 

BBC Bitesize 
The British Library  
Ghosts in A Christmas Carol  
The origins of A Christmas Carol  
Summary of A Christmas Carol  
Revision guide 
Theme analysis  
Study guide 
Key quotations  

Edexcel Poetry  A Poison Tree: Poem analysis  
A Poison Tree: BBC Bitesize 
A Poison Tree: Guide 

Edexcel Poetry  The Destruction of Sennacherib: Poem analysis  
The Destruction of Sennacherib: BBC Bitesize 
The Destruction of Sennacherib: Enotes 

Edexcel Poetry  Extract from the Prelude: Grade 9 analysis  
Extract from the Prelude: BBC Bitesize 
Extract from the Prelude: Spark Notes  
Extract from the Prelude: Cliff Notes 

Edexcel Poetry  The Man He Killed: Poem analysis 
The Man He Killed: BBC Bitesize 
The Man He Killed: Revision guide 

Edexcel Poetry  Cousin Kate: Poem analysis  
Cousin Kate: BBC Bitesize 
Cousin Kate: Revision guide 

Edexcel Poetry  Half-Caste: Poem analysis  
Half-Caste: Reading of poem and interview 
Half-Caste: John Agard video 

Edexcel Poetry  Exposure: Grade 9 analysis  
Exposure: BBC Bitesize 
Exposure: The British Library 
Exposure: The Wilfred Owen Association  

Edexcel Poetry  The Charge of the Light Brigade: Grade 9 analysis 
The Charge of the Light Brigade: BBC Bitesize 
The Charge of the Light Brigade: BBC Bitesize 
The Charge of the Light Brigade: Study guide 

Edexcel Poetry  Catrin: Poem analysis  
Catrin: BBC Bitesize 
Catrin: Analysis  

Edexcel Poetry  War Photographer: Poem analysis  
War Photographer: Analysis  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zcs8qty
https://www.bl.uk/works/a-christmas-carol
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/ghosts-in-a-christmas-carol
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/the-origins-of-a-christmas-carol
https://www.shmoop.com/christmas-carol/summary.html
http://www.universalteacher.org.uk/gcse/xmascarol.htm
http://www.novelguide.com/a-christmas-carol/theme-analysis
http://www.litcharts.com/lit/a-christmas-carol#context
https://quizlet.com/43497078/christmas-carol-quotes-flash-cards/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PqKOSW9Plns
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zgknv4j/revision
https://www.shmoop.com/poison-tree/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=josaCPpnKmQ
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zpj3cwx/revision
https://www.enotes.com/topics/destruction-sennacherib/quotes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5g3l1E1gHiM
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/poetryplace/thepreluderev2.shtml
http://www.sparknotes.com/poetry/wordsworth/analysis.html
https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/p/the-prelude/poem-summary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bfzr1IHpCjs
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/poetry_ocr/reflections/themanhekilled/revision/1/
http://www.universalteacher.org.uk/anthology/pre1914poetry.htm#manhekilled
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h1hXS0WhaPU
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/poetry_wjec/love/cousinkate/revision/1/
http://essalanglit.weebly.com/uploads/1/0/5/4/10543533/cousin_kate.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=118yRFE6x8w
https://www.theguardian.com/childrens-books-site/audio/2014/oct/13/john-agard-poetry-podcast-half-caste-diversity-race
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00wrlhq
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=64FESmLvQEs
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zwbxp39/revision
https://www.bl.uk/people/wilfred-owen
http://www.wilfredowen.org.uk/poetry/exposure
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OXVs8KydoNY
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/poetrytennyson/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/poetryconflict/chargelightbrigade1.shtml
https://www.shmoop.com/charge-of-light-brigade-poem/analysis.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mvJNllsn0Ow
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/poetclarke/catrinrev1.shtml
https://poemanalysis.com/catrin-by-gillian-clarke-poem-analysis/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yhjH2fSoObY
https://poemanalysis.com/war-photographer-by-carole-satyamurti-poem-analysis/


 
 
 
 

Edexcel Poetry  Belfast Confetti: Poem analysis 
Belfast Confetti: BBC Bitesize 
Belfast Confetti: Revision guide 

Edexcel Poetry  The Class Game: Poem analysis  
The Class Game: analysis guide 
The Class Game: Revision guide 

Edexcel Poetry  Poppies: Grade 9 analysis 
Poppies: BBC Bitesize 
Poppies: Slideshow 
Poppies: Slideshare 

Edexcel Poetry  No Problem: Poem analysis  
No Problem: Zephaniah background 
No Problem: poem analysis  

Edexcel Poetry  What Were They Like: Poem analysis  
What Were They Like: BBC Bitesize 
What Were They Like: Revision guide 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yhjH2fSoObY
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/poetryconflict/belfastconfetti1.shtml
http://www.thehazeleyacademy.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Belfast_Confetti.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9Ho3kv3f-A
https://poemanalysis.com/the-class-game-by-mary-casey-poem-analysis/
https://englishatteignmouth.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/the-class-game-study-guide.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FEqSAT77SDQ
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/poetryconflict/poppies1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/poetryconflict/poppiesact.shtml
https://www.slideshare.net/rixx187/poppies-by-jane-weir
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3NhhmWCKl8
http://www.bbc.co.uk/poetryseason/poets/benjamin_zephaniah.shtml
https://poemanalysis.com/no-problem-by-benjamin-zephaniah-poem-analysis/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qo7xwRUFc5g
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z3tkj6f/revision
https://www.shmoop.com/what-were-they-like/

