LIMEHURST TIMES
AUTUMN TERM 2016

Dear Parents/Carers

In this issue:

Citizenship
MFL News
Interventions
Sports News
Staffing
Rules
Afterschool activities

Welcome to our end-of-term newsletter. It has been a very enjoyable term but I am sure that
after fifteen weeks, we are all looking forward to a break!
Since I last wrote to you we have been able to do a full analysis of our 2015-16 exam results
and statistics, and that analysis confirms that Limehurst is a very successful school and one that
you, as parents, should be proud of. The government has confirmed that our Y11 leavers last
summer made at least the progress expected of them. The proportion of students achieving the
English Baccalaureate (Grade C or above in English, Maths, Science, Humanities and Languages)
was almost double the national average and the highest of any Leicestershire secondary school.
The efforts to improve attendance and behaviour at Limehurst are also paying dividends. Our
attendance rate last year was 96.6%, much higher than the national average. Additionally, far
fewer of our students were classed as being persistently absent (absent for more than 10% of
the school year) than the national average. We have also been able to reduce the number of
fixed-term exclusions from over 40 in 2014-15, to just three last year. I believe these measures
show what happens when we work together to secure the best possible education for your
children.
We work very hard to educate youngsters about behaving responsibly and safely when online.
Our students all had the opportunity to view Kayleigh’s Love Story earlier this term, relating to
the tragic death of Measham schoolgirl Kayleigh Haywood. We have also done follow-up work
on the dangers of online grooming and child sexual exploitation. If you are concerned about
your child’s online behaviour, please get in touch with us and we can provide you with support
and resources.
Finally, a reminder that we finish at 1.15pm on Tuesday 20th December. I wish all staff, students
and their families a peaceful and relaxing holiday, and I look forward to seeing you on the first
day of term, Thursday 5th January.
Yours sincerely

Jonathan Mellor
Headteacher

Achievement in a Caring Environment

CITIZENSHIP

Y10 & Y11 FUNDRAISING

It’s been a great start to the school year in Citizenship and PD. The new Y10 GCSE class has
settled in well and have enjoyed a trip to the Galleries of Justice in Nottingham. They took part
in a mock trial and court case where Nasir made an excellent judge deciding the punishment of
Oliver and Majed; the prime suspects! Students explored how punishment has changed over time
and took part in a workshop debating the future of criminal justice in the UK. They also have a
trip to Parliament in the New Year to look forward to, as well as much more hard work in class!

A handful of students have signed up for an adventure of a lifetime in Borneo in the summer of
2018, where they will be introduced to the world of travel and take part in a number of worthwhile
community projects.

CARE4CALAIS CHARITY

Y11 have been working hard at getting their controlled assessments complete and should be
welcoming 2017 with 60% of their final GCSE complete – well done to all of them for
completing fantastic citizenship campaigns; from getting bottle recycling in school to lobbying and
debating key issues with Nicky Morgan MP! Revision for their final exams will be full steam ahead in
the New Year.

Thank you to everyone who donated food and goods for the Care4Calais charity. It was a
heart-breaking but insightful opportunity to spend a weekend working with the charity in France and
it’s safe to say that all donations were truly appreciated.
You can follow the department on twitter @limehurstcit to keep up-to-date!
Well done to everyone for a great term and happy holidays!
Miss Bloodworth
Citizenship

KS3 have learnt many key lessons this term including the effects of alcohol and drug miss-use, and also
the value of democracy and having Political Rights. They took part in a mock election and learnt what it
actually means to be British and the importance of working together to achieve community cohesion.
Y7 have celebrated religious diversity and shared with each other what their different religious beliefs
mean to them. Y9 have been debating the use of Capital Punishment and developing their analytical and
critical thinking skills, showing that they are ready to take the next step and start their GCSEs next year.
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MFL – LAUNCH OF A NEW ‘FRENCH PEN-FRIEND’ INITIATIVE

THE FRIENDSHIP PROGRAMME

In the Spring Term of 2016, Mrs Scigliano established a ‘Pen-friend Partnership’ with Collège
Clémenceau in Epinal, in France. Fifty five students were given a French pen-friend, during the
Summer Term. By the end of the Summer Term, students in Y7 and Y8 had written their first real letter
in French! The letters were then posted ‘en masse’ to Epinal at the start of the Autumn term.

This term ‘The Friendship Programme’ has been a great success for a group of Y8 pupils. The
programme aims to build confidence and self-esteem, develop social communication and promote the
building of positive friendships.
The group of pupils who have been involved this term have been absolutely amazing! They have totally
thrown themselves into the activities, games and challenges in the weekly sessions and watching them
grow in confidence and self-esteem has been fantastic. They have made us smile and laugh every
week!
A special well done goes to Georgia Bancroft and Stephen Lewis who were jointly voted ‘Star Friend’
for being awesome friends to everyone!

In October, the postman brought the long-awaited replies from France. Shouts of glee could be heard
from classrooms, as very excited students opened the letters from their French pen-friends.

Mrs Bassford & Miss Barnsdale

Y11 VISIT TO BMW
Students were eager to put pen to paper to write their replies. Here are some of the photographs of
Y9 French students writing their replies back to their French pen friends.

Recently, some of our students were lucky enough to visit BMW to look around their manufacturing
facilities. All of the students are keen to pursue a career in engineering, so this was a great opportunity
to see how different job sectors work together in one company.
Mr A Grimley

The second letter was written partly in French and partly in English, so that the French students can
also practise their English. For this reason, our students took special care to make sure that their
English was correct! Mrs Scigliano is going to send the letters off to France ready for Christmas.
Therefore, some of our students have sent a Christmas card (or a very small Christmas gift) and
have explained how they typically celebrate the Christmas holidays. Those who do not celebrate
Christmas, have explained how they celebrate their own, most important religious festival. Likewise,
the French penfriends will write back to tell our students about their special festivals. This exchange of
information about culture is an important experience for Y8 and Y9 students. We hope to receive the
second reply from Epinal in France by Easter 2017.

LEGO CLUB
Well done to all of the students that have taken part in Lego Club this term. The students have been
working on their communication skills and their ability to work together to solve problems, as well as
having a little bit of fun along the way!
I would like to congratulate them on their commitment and focus, they’ve been stars!
Miss Cantle

Mrs Haigh would like to thank Mrs Scigliano for all of her hard work in setting up this initiative. And well
done to our ‘correspondants’ and ‘correspondantes’. We are very proud of you Y8 and Y9!
Mrs Haigh
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LIMEHURST BUDDIES

GO 4 READING
Go 4 Reading began a new year in September with four Y7 pupils and two volunteers from outside
agencies.
The intervention has been a great success and very rewarding for the students. The course involves
intense reading and focus on a one-to-one basis.
A huge thank you to Kusum and Geoff for all of their time and support and the confidence they
promote with the children.
Mrs J Bowler

ROYAL TELEVISION SOCIETY (RTS)
On 15th November, myself and seven other individuals in my year group were chosen to go to
Leicester University to take part in a media workshop. Throughout the day we explored a variety of
roles and jobs within the media and spoke to a diverse range of influential and inspiring people from
the media profession. We met William Gallagher, an exceptional journalist and writer who writes
Dr Who, as well as Geeta Pendse, a BBC news reporter who taught us that asking questions is always
a good thing and that listening is more important than talking. We also met the head of BBC East
Midlands and a BBC photographer and camera operator. They each told us their story and how they
came to be working in the media.
The Royal Television Society (RTS) set us a task to create and develop our own television programme.
We were told we had to think of its genre, target audience, storyline, at what time it had to be aired,
characters and much more.
I believe our group worked incredibly well, it was some of the best group work I’ve ever
participated in. Everyone was involved and had their own part. Our idea consisted of us using
votes, interactivity and social media to engage our audience. We based it on real life events and the
audience could use an app to vote or tweet us to decide what happens in the show with the
catchphrase ‘You make, we take!’
Overall, we represented our school extremely well and picked up some really useful media techniques.
It’s been inspiring and given us helpful input for our lives ahead. Thank you for the opportunity, we
won’t let it go to waste!

Our ‘Buddy System’ set up primarily to enable a smoother transition for new pupils commencing at
Limehurst Academy is a great success. We would like to thank the following students for their fantastic
work this term in helping the students to integrate quickly into their new school environment:
Arham Bari (7WD)
Amelie Connors (7WD)
Daniel Lewis (7PI)
Amelia Dutton (7PI)
Kaia Newman (8HI)
Maahirah Uddin (8HI)
Katie Harding (9AL)
Mara Ivan (9AL)
Viren Vadhvana (9RO)
Ellie Hammond (9RO)
Milly Morrison (9RO)
Alice Donaghy (9RO)
Sophie Fehey (10LT)
Nahida Bibi (10ME)
Regan Phillips (10ME)
Stefan Berea (10MC)
Majed Rahman (10MA)
Mrs R Chauhan
Head of EAL

STAFFING
We say farewell this Christmas to a long-serving and popular teacher of Science, Yasmin Mallick.
Yasmin has decided to move on, and we wish her all the very best with her next post in Dubai!
Also, goodbye and good luck to Kelly Taylor who takes up a new post at Maplewell Hall School.
Earlier this term, we welcomed Mrs King as a new cover supervisor and Mrs Fillingham, as a new
learning support assistant. Welcome back to Mrs Mark and Mrs Khodiara who are both back from
maternity leave, and after Christmas we also welcome Mr Harkins who will be doing one day per week
for us in Science.
Mr J Mellor
Headteacher

Written by Maariya Amin 8JO
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COMMUNITY LIAISON TEAM

UNDER-16 TABLE TENNIS

This term we have welcomed all new Y7 parents to our Adult courses and clubs, as well as continuing
to meet with all parents of children in school.
We have run a series of classes:

Our under-16 table tennis team competed at the Leicestershire Schools Team Table Tennis
Championships on Monday 14th November. The event was run by Leicestershire & Rutland Sport and
was held at Judgemeadow Community College in Leicester.

Knit and Natter - Tuesday 2.00 - 3.00 pm Parents have knitted poppies which made £28 for the poppy
appeal and £28 for a tube well. They have also made baby clothes for the neo-natal unit and twiddle
muffs for dementia patients at the Leicester hospitals, which will be delivered by the parents in the
next few weeks.

Under-16 is anyone up to and including Y11 and our team was made up of three Y9 students and one
from Y10. Our team was mainly competing against Y11s! The Limehurst team was as follows:

English Conversation - Wednesday 9.00 -10.30am. We have up to 20 parents attend and their everyday
spoken English has improved enormously. We have enjoyed seeing the progress of all our parents in
this group. Keep up the good work with your English.
Sewing -Thursday 9.00 – 11.00 am This is an opportunity to learn how to use a sewing machine, how
to cut out material and to get help to complete sewing projects. Many parents have started projects
for themselves which they will carry on in the New Year.
Maths – Thursday 2.00 - 3.00pm An opportunity to learn the maths your children are learning as well
as developing individual maths skills.

Nuri El-Ahmar (Y10)
Umar Uddin (Y10)
Amin Ullah (Y10)
Connor Wakley (Y10)
We qualified by winning the North Charnwood Championships back in October. Our students played
really well and finished 4th in the whole of Leicestershire - an amazing achievement.
Mr J Croucher
Director of Sport

We have run Coffee Mornings inviting all parents to come into school to meet staff, get information
and generally be part of school life. This has proved to be an excellent opportunity to meet you and
we hope to see you again next term.
All the groups have contributed to a Limehurst Academy Christmas tree which was part of the
Christmas Tree Festival at the Parish Church.
We would love to hear from you with any ideas or suggestions for new activities and groups.
The Community Liaison team would like to wish you all peace and happiness in 2017
Mrs Biswas and Ms Kilner

Y11 AIM
The Y11 AIM group have been studying a unit on food preparation and hygiene as part of their
qualification. They have had the opportunity to make a range of dishes, including baking bread in the
school kitchen and go on a behind-the-scenes tour of Tesco.
Peter Pizza kindly allowed the group to spend an afternoon making pizzas with them. Stretching and
shaping the dough is not as easy as it looks, but we generally ended up with the right shaped pizzas!
There were plenty of toppings to add and the students got to try some Italian ingredients that they
had never seen or tasted before.
The pizzas were cooked in a hand-built Italian wood oven for a mere 90 seconds and devoured in a
similar time! A huge thank you to the Peter Pizza staff for making us so welcome.
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BEHAVIOUR TO/FROM SCHOOL

FREE SCHOOL MEALS

Behaviour in school has been judged as Outstanding by OFSTED in their last two visits, and visitors to
the school routinely comment on the calm, learning atmosphere.
We are very proud of this, and also of our community relations, so I am disappointed to have to report
that we still – very occasionally - receive some complaints of anti-social behaviour by our pupils on the
way to and from school. So far, in each case, I have been able to identify those responsible and they
have been made to apologise to those reporting the incidents.
Please remind your child of their responsibilities while travelling to and from school, particularly if they
are using public transport.
Mr J Mellor
Headteacher

Qualifying benefits:
If you get any of the following support payments your child may be entitled to receive free school
meals:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual
gross income of no more than £16,190)
• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit

COUNSELLING SERVICE

Students who receive a qualifying benefit in their own right are also allowed to receive free school
meals.

Limehurst offers a free and completely confidential counselling service for any of its students who
feel they would benefit from such a service. The counsellors used are fully trained, and not school
staff, so confidentiality is assured.

Students under the compulsory school age who are in full time education may also be entitled to
receive free school meals.

If you would like any further information, please contact the school and speak with the Student
Support Team.
Mrs K Brierley
Student Support Manager

NO OTHER BENEFITS QUALIFY FOR FREE SCHOOL MEALS
How do I apply?
E-mail:freeschoolmeals@leics.gov.uk
Apply via telephone: 0116 3056588 or 0116 3057093
Fax: 0116 3055785 or contact Limehurst Academy on 01509 263444

POLICY ON DETENTIONS
I am sure most of you are aware that the Department for Education has removed the need for schools
to give parents 24-hours notice of after-school detentions.
As has always been the case, we reserve the right to keep pupils for up to 10 minutes at the end of
school to discuss minor breaches of the school behaviour policy. Please rest assured that, where a
longer detention of up to one hour may be appropriate, we would always contact you first to let you
know.

CONTACT DETAILS
It is very important that you inform school of any new contact telephone numbers or
addresses. These details need to include a primary and secondary contact.
In the event of your child suffering an accident or not feeling well we may need to
contact you urgently.

Mr J Mellor
Headteacher

BREAKFAST CLUB FOR ALL STUDENTS
We will be providing free breakfast for ALL students this term. It will be served in
the Dining Room between 8:00 and 8:30
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SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP

TERM DATES 2016-17

Collection / ordering of any school uniform will be on the following dates:
Tuesday 16 August 		
Wednesday 31 August

10:30 until 12:30
10:30 until 2:00

Students are able to purchase School Uniform from the Uniform shop on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings during breaktime.

SPRING TERM
School Opens		
Mid Term Break		
School Closes		

Thursday 5 January 2017
Monday 13 – Friday 17 February 2017
Friday 7 April 2017

SUMMER TERM

CHANGES TO ASSESSMENT
There have a number of changes recently to the way in which students are assessed at the end of Key
Stage Four. As a result of these changes, we have adapted our assessment policy at both Key Stages
Three and Four in order to reflect the new GCSE grading system. For further details, please follow this
link on our website: http://www.limehurst.org.uk/performance
Mrs V Beeby
Assistant Headteacher

School Opens		
May Day Holiday		
Mid Term Break		
School Closes		

Monday 24 April 2017
Monday 1 May 2017
Monday 29 May – Friday 2 June 2017
Friday 14 July 2017

2017/18 Term dates are available at www.limehurst.org.uk

BE SAFE ONLINE
We have become aware of several young girls receiving inappropriate messages, including explicit
images over social media. We understand that other similar aged pupils in other local schools/
colleges have received the same or similar contact.

PUNCTUALITY
Parents are reminded that students will be kept for fifteen minutes at the end of the day if they
arrive at school after 8.45am. If this happens twice in a week, the student will be kept for an hour
after school on Friday with a member of SLT. Repeated lateness to school will result in more severe
sanctions being applied.
Mr J Mellor
Headteacher

The matters have been reported to the police and they have begun an investigation into the matters
reported. In the meantime, we would like to remind parents to highlight the dangers of social media
to their children and, wherever possible, be aware of what your children are doing online.

STAY IN TOUCH
It’s now easy for parents/carers to have access to all current news/information from Limehurst via
our Weekly Newsletter, e-mailed out to parents (please ensure that we have your up-to-date email
address), our website (www.limehurst.org.uk) and on Twitter (@LimehurstAc)

PAYMENTS ONLINE
All parents are now able to pay for vairious different aspects of school. For example you are able to pay
for school dinners, uniform and trips all though the SchoolGateway, which is found either through a
quick google search or from our homepage.
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CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES - AUTUMN TERM 2017
		
Monday Lunchtime		
Minecraft Club				Mr Cook
Table tennis Y7-Y8			
Mr Williams
		
Monday After School 		
Basketball Club				Mr Williams
Homework Club 				
Miss Mauger
		
Tuesday Lunchtime		
Beginners Chess Club			
Mr Meacham
Table tennis Y9-Y10-Y11		
Mr Robinson
Homework Club KS3			
Mrs Chauhan
Minecraft Club				Mr Cook
		
Wednesday Lunchtime		
Badminton 				Mr Croucher
Homework Club KS4			
Mrs Chauhan
Minecraft Club				Mr Cook
Table tenniS				Mr Croucher
		
Wednesday Afterschool		
Homework Club				Miss Mauger
Netball 					Mr Croucher
Football 					Mr Croucher
		
Thursday Lunchtime				
Chess Club				Mr Meacham
Minecraft Club				Mr Cook
		
Thursday Afterschool		
Sports Fixtures 				
Miss Mottram
Friday Lunchtime
Minecraft					Mr Cook
Friday Afterschool
Homework club				Miss Mauger
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The North Charnwood Learning Partnership (NCLP) School Direct teacher training
programme is now in its 3rd year. We deliver excellent training for recent graduates or those changing
careers and are very proud that 100% of our students successfully gain employment.
We offer secondary teacher training in
History, Geography, Social Sciences, PE and MFL.

English,

Maths,

Chemistry,

Biology,

Physics,

Do you want to find out more about Training to Teach in a SECONDARY School Direct Programme?
Join us at Limehurst Academy for a School Taster Experience where you will have the
opportunity to meet other students, spend time in lessons over Key Stage 3 and 4 and get help with the
application process.
For more information about training to teach, or to book your place
w: www.limehurst.org.uk/schooldirect
t: 01509-263444
e: schooldirect@limehurst.org.uk

ADULT COURSES AND CLUBS: SPRING TERM
Limehurst Academy have a range of adult classes that parents and members of the community
can come and enjoy. We hope to see you at some of these groups. For more information, contact
Limehurst on 01509 263444.
Monday		
Tuesday		
Tuesday		
Wednesday		
Thursday		
			
			

Aerobics (ladies only)		
Coffee Mornings		
Cake and Crafts		
English Conversation		
Sewing 			
Adults Maths			
Yoga (Ladies Only)		

5.15 - 6.15 pm
9.00 - 10.00 am
2.00 - 3.00 pm
9.00 – 10.30 am
9.00 - 11.00 am
2.00 - 3.00 pm
4.00 - 5.00 pp
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