The Music Curriculum

At Limehurst, our Music curriculum enables students to engage in a wide range of music making activities that incorporate performing, composing and appraising skills.  Through listening to music from around the world, and taking an integrated approach to the subject, students develop their own musical skills and interests that can be further extended through a range of extra-curricular activities that we offer.  Putting students at the heart of the subject, we believe that fostering a love for music is best achieved from practical hands-on experience, which can be seen in the wide range of activities that students take part in.
All students study music in years 7, 8 and 9 and can choose to take Music as option in years 10 and 11.  We currently offer BTec Tech Award in Music Practice and Edexcel G.C.S.E. Music. We will run one of the courses depending upon the students who choose to study music at key stage 4.
Knowledge and Understanding
Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high-quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. Pupils should build on their previous knowledge and skills through performing, composing and listening. We ensure that students build up their knowledge and understanding each year through the development of musical concepts that are both consolidated and then extended.  In addition to the use of singing and conventional instruments, students also develop their understanding of how to manipulate sounds within musical structures using a range of musical technology.

Skills

At Limehurst students are taught to;
· play and perform confidently in a range of solo and ensemble contexts using their voice, playing instruments musically, fluently and with accuracy and expression.
· develop their ability improvise and compose; and extend and develop musical ideas by drawing on a range of musical structures, styles, genres and traditions.
· use staff and other relevant notations appropriately and accurately in a range of musical styles, genres and traditions.
· identify and use the inter-related dimensions of music expressively and with increasing sophistication, including use of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical devices.
· listen with increasing discrimination to a wide range of music from great composers and musicians and from other students.
· develop a deepening understanding of the music that they perform and to which they listen, and its history.
· develop the ability to think both critically and creatively.

The Future

Through the appreciation of a wide range of musical genres from different places and times as well as mutual respect and understanding, music can help develop emotional intelligence.  It also incorporates the use of critical thinking skills with extra creativity that are great assets to have in the place of work.  Team-work and group skills are also central to this subject and, along with regular performances and concerts, help develop the self-confidence and presentation skills of students and enable them to be prepared and organised individuals.




Music Content Overview

Year 7
Singing 
(Singing in Unison / Rounds / Part singing / melodic ostinato / use of the diaphragm)
Introduction to Composing
(Starting points / rhythmic ostinato / pentatonic scale / triad chords / basic structures – intro + ending / Texture)
Class Band 
(Introduction to Woodwind and brass / producing a sound / introduction to staff notation / playing with others in unison / parts)
Reggae Music 
(Identifying the features of Reggae / Playing triad chords on a keyboard / singing / The skank / The bass / Performing in parts / Composing a simple reggae

Year 8
Blues Music
(origins of Blues Music / 12-Bar Blues / Walking Bass / Blues Scale / improvisation / The development of Blues Music / capturing midi using GarageBand) 
Spy Themes
(Creating a simple backing / modes / Composing contrasting melodies using the Dorian mode / Musical structures – Rondo Form) 
Rock Music 
(The line up / How to play bass / how to play drum kit / Playing music as a rock band)
Singing
(African Music – Call and response / Polyrhythm / Singing in parts)

Year 9
Film Music
(Uses of music in films / diegetic + extra-diegetic music / Types of scale / Use of motifs. Composing music to a film clip)
Writing a pop song
(lyrics writing / structure – verse chorus form / synth pop and music technology)
Creating a multi-media presentation assignment
(Researching a style of music or artist and creating a presentation to include creating a musical product of their choice in order to fulfil a set-brief)

Key Stage 4
BTec Tech Award in Music Practice

Year 10
Composing Music
Music Products
Styles of Music
Professional Skills
Music Production Skills
Creating Original Music
Year 11
Preparing for Music Skills Development Exam
What is a brief
Responding to a music brief
Component 3: Preparation and Mock assessment
Responding to a music brief (final exam)


GCSE Music

Year 10						
Component 1 (Performing)			
Introduction to Performing			
Solo performing 1				
Solo performing 2				
Component 2 (Composing)			
Introduction to Composing			
Free Composition 1				
Set brief composition practise			
Free Composition 2				
Component 3 (Listening / Appraising)		
‘A New Hope’					
‘Pathetique’					
‘Killer Queen’					
‘Defying Gravity’
Year 11

Component 1(Performing)
Performing 3 (+ Recordings)
Ensemble Performing
Component 2 (Composing)
Set brief composition
Refine / Improve compositions

Component 3 (Listening / Appraising)
‘Brandenberg Concerto’
‘Release’
‘Music for a While’ 
‘Samba Em Preludio’
Consolidation / Revision
Exam Preparation
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