
 
 

Leicestershire Police - What is knife crime? 

Knife crime is any crime that involves a knife or sharp instrument. Offences with a knife can include 

threatening people, a robbery or burglary, a murder or assault. Simply carrying a knife – even if a young 

people hasn’t used it – is also considered a crime and can get them in trouble.  

 

99% of young people in England and Wales are living knife free. A safer Leicester, Leicestershire and 

Rutland is possible.  

 

Warning signs that a young person may be carrying a knife – ask yourself the following questions.  

• Has their attitude to school or education changed? For example- they really don’t want to go to 

school, they are not doing as well as normal, they talk about school less, they stop going to clubs 

etc. 

• Are they talking about or have new friends you’ve not heard of or met before?   

• Are they protective and or secretive with their bag and or clothing?  

• Are they more reserved, quieter or withdrawn than normal or are they more ‘clingy’ to you than 

normal? 

• Have they been overly defensive when you’ve questioned them about their possessions?  

• Do they send and receive more messages than they did before?  

• Do they ever get up and leave the house abruptly?  

• Are they more secretive about where they are going or have been than before? 

• Are they out of the house more, particularly in the evenings and at night?  

• Have they demonstrated a positive attitude towards those that carry knives, for example kitchen 

knife or screwdriver?  

 

There are many reasons why young people decide to carry a knife or weapon. These can include (but are 

by no means exhaustive)  

• They fear being a victim of knife crime – this could be from a specific threat or a perceived fear.  

• General self-defence – the ‘just in case’ reason  

• Peer pressure or being pressured into carrying for someone else  

• They don’t know its wrong or they don’t know it’s illegal 

• To intimidate others  

• To earn respect  

• Involvement in other criminal activities  

 

Disposing of a knife safely 

 

Amnesty bins can be found at all police stations across the Leicester and Leicestershire area, a list is below. 

These bins allow anybody to get rid of knives without the fear of being punished, unless it is found to have 

been used for a criminal act. 

 

Loughborough Coalville Hinckley Beaumont Leys Mansfield House 

Melton Market Harborough Keyham Lane Spinney Hill Braunstone 

 

 

 



 
 

Further information  

• www.livesafe.org.uk  

• #LivesNotKnives - Anti-knife campaign | Leicestershire Police (leics.police.uk)  

• Gun and knife crime | Childline  

• Knife Crime Statistics | The Ben Kinsella Trust  

• For Parents | Knife Violence Prevention Scotland (noknivesbetterlives.com) 

• Home - Fearless  

 

 

http://www.livesafe.org.uk/
https://www.leics.police.uk/police-forces/leicestershire-police/areas/leicestershire-force-content/c/campaigns/2019/knife-crime/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/crime-law/gun-knife-crime/
https://benkinsella.org.uk/knife-crime-statistics/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxL2t5M7s8gIVqO_tCh2tSQzWEAAYASAAEgLes_D_BwE
https://noknivesbetterlives.com/parents/
https://www.fearless.org/en

