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Welcome
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to Limehurst
Academy, one of the most successful schools in the country.
I am very proud that I can introduce Limehurst to you as an established
11-16 school. The staff and I are very excited to build on the excellent
work we have been doing for many years in Key Stage Three, and
our GCSE results thus far have pleased us immensely. We intend to
do everything possible in order to keep improving, and to ensure our
students achieve the grades they deserve.
Limehurst has enjoyed a period of sustained success in recent years. In March 2017, Limehurst was visited by
Ofsted who judged the overall effectiveness of the school as Good. They also praised behaviour at the school
by saying, “Staff have high expectations of behaviour and no low-level disruption of learning was seen.” They
recognised that the school had several strengths, not least the working relationship between staff and students.
You can read more about the inspection later in this document, or read the report in full on our website.
Our teaching and support staff are of the highest quality, consistently delivering good and outstanding lessons.
These high quality lessons, combined with the excellent pastoral care we offer, make me very confident that our
recent success will be sustained.
We recognise the huge importance of effective relationships between home and school. Parents recognise the
hard work and professionalism of our staff, and the caring nature of the school. Inspectors have noted the very
high levels of parental satisfaction with the school.
Limehurst is very proud to be a Specialist Sports College, and has very strong links with a number of highquality clubs and coaches, but excellent levels of achievement are expected and delivered in all areas of the
curriculum.
Visitors to Limehurst routinely comment on both the stimulating learning environment and the welcoming
atmosphere offered by staff and students. We are very proud of our school, and would be delighted to show you
around if you wanted to come and see what makes us so successful. Please contact us to make arrangements.

Jonathan Mellor
Headteacher

“Limehurst is a Good School”

“The leadership team has maintained the
good quality of education in the school”

“The curriculum is well designed and gives
pupils a broad range of experiences”

Limehurst’s Curriculum
We are lucky to have wonderfully skilled and innovative staff.
In Key Stage 3, all students at Limehurst study English (Language and
Literature), Mathematics, Science (Chemistry, Physics and Biology), PE, Music,
Food Technology, Resistant Materials, Textiles, Art, Modern Foreign Languages
(French, German and Spanish), History, Geography, Religious Studies, ICT,
Computer Science, Citizenship and Personal Development.
Our Key Stage 4 Curriculum consists of a core offer of English, Mathematics,
Science, PE and Personal Development. In addition, the school offers a very
wide range of options choices. This range includes all of the subjects mentioned
above, as well as other additional courses. These courses would be a mixture
of GCSE and other qualifications, in both academic and vocational subjects.
Some universities are now asking for entrants to have gained the English
Baccalaureate, and we are able to deliver this to all students for whom it is
appropriate.
For those with English as an Additional Language, we also encourage and
support youngsters to gain accreditation in their home language.
The day-to-day curriculum is enriched by a huge number of extra-curricular
activities which take place at lunchtime or after school. These activities
include sports, dance, music, craft, gardening, board games, homework/
study support, and we also have an annual musical production which involves
many of our students. We also run many day and residential trips, both in this
country and abroad.

“Pupils make the progress that is expected
of them and many far exceed it”

“Staff have high expectations
of behaviour”

Our Achievements
We have a coherent assessment system, designed to give students, parents
and staff clear, easy-to-interpret information. We work closely with other
secondary schools locally and nationally to benchmark our data, and set
challenging targets for GCSE.
Our latest performance information is available online and can be viewed at
www.limehurst.org.uk/performance
Limehurst has always been at the forefront of developments in education.
We are a School Direct lead school, training secondary teachers on behalf of
the North Charnwood Learning Partnership.
Limehurst has won many awards for the high standards in all aspects of its
work. For example, we have been accredited with the Inclusion Quality Mark,
an award that recognises schools which achieve excellence in providing the
very best education for all students irrespective of differences.
Year-on-year, Limehurst students have exceeded the targets set for them.
Achievement of all of our students has consistently been extremely high,
showing that they make more progress than students in most other schools in
the country.

Achievement in a Caring Environment
Everyone in our school community makes a positive contribution and that is
why we believe we are an inclusive school.
We have a Student Support Team to offer help and advice to students who
are feeling vulnerable or need help with issues such as self-esteem or angermanagement.
Our Special Educational Needs and English as an Additional Language teams
are hugely skilled and experienced in helping those youngsters to flourish.
We have a strong School Council whose members bring a variety of issues
to discuss and the Council has offered many excellent ideas to the school,
including the design and furnishing of various parts of the building.
We are a school that listens, and we believe that people feel valued if they
have a voice and can make a difference. Our students are encouraged to
become independent learners and thinkers. When they have something to
say, it is generally worth listening to.
We are a community with students from many different backgrounds, but
there is one common factor which brings them together: they are all Limehurst
Academy students and we want the very best for all of them. Here everyone
is valued equally.

“Pupils appreciate the caring, positive
relationships that exist between staff and
themselves”

Our view is that inclusion is not just limited to the students. We want parents
and carers to feel that they are part of Limehurst. We are committed to
effective and regular communication with parents through Parents’ Evenings,
Newsletters and other means. We also have two Community Liaison Officers
who work to strengthen links with parents.
We are fortunate to have an extremely supportive group of governors who
work closely with the school but also ask challenging questions to ensure that
the school maintains its outstanding qualities.

“Pupils enjoy coming to
Limehurst Academy”

Working with Partners
We have a very strong relationship with local primary schools and one of the
reasons for our success is the work we do with these schools. The Head of
Year 7 makes regular visits to our feeder schools, enabling strong relationships
to be developed before transfer.
Students from Years 5 and 6 in our feeder primary schools will have spent a
number of days with us before they transfer to Limehurst. We organise special
lessons for them so that they feel confident about transferring to our school.
Parents are invited to an Open Day and Open Evening in September and to
a New Parents’ Evening in the July before students transfer to us. This provides
an opportunity to meet the Form Tutors and find out more about the school.
There is also a two-day induction in July for primary students to spend time at
the school.
Students from our primary schools are also invited to (and take part in) some
of our special events including our annual musical production.
We also work with our partners in the North Charnwood Learning Partnership
(consisting of secondary schools, special schools, Loughborough College
and the University of Loughborough) to pool resources and ensure that all
students in the area have access to the widest possible curriculum and range
of opportunities.
The Academy works with many partners, local and national, from the business
and charitable sectors.

“Teachers quickly intervene and provide
extra support for those who need it”

“Parents are very positive
about the school”

“The school is a cohesive and inclusive community that is
characterised by pupils who are respectful of each other”

What Inspectors say about our school
The success of the school can be measured in many different ways. Certainly,
Ofsted Inspections provide the school and parents with confirmation of the
quality of the education provided, and such inspections highlight the strengths
of schools. The most recent Ofsted inspection of Limehurst judged the overall
effectiveness of the school as Good.
The quotes shown throughout this prospectus all come from that most recent
inspection report, and here are some further quotes from the March 2017
report:
Leadership & Management
• The leadership team is “highly effective and ambitious.”
• The challenge of extending the school’s age range has been managed
with “enthusiasm and determination.”
Quality of Teaching, Learning & Assessment
• Teachers “quickly intervene and provide extra support for those who need
it.”
• “Pupils appreciate the caring, positive relationships that exist between staff
and pupils.”
Behaviour & Safety
• “Keeping pupils safe takes a high priority at the school.”
• “Staff have high expectations of behaviour and no low-level disruption of
learning was seen.”
• “Pupils enjoy coming to Limehurst. This is indicated by how regularly they
attend.”
Outcomes for Pupils
• “Pupils make the progress that is expected of them and many far exceed
it.”

“Pupils with SEND make the same progress
as their peers and in many cases, they
progress quicker”

Information and Communication
Technology

“Pupils say that they feel very safe in school,
and this is overwhelmingly supported by the
views of parents”

We have excellent computer facilities at Limehurst giving us some of the best
resources of any school in the county.
All areas of school have their own ICT resources and there are a number of
computer suites throughout the school. Student achievement in ICT is rising
year-on-year and all of our teachers have wide experience of using ICT to
help teaching and learning in their subjects.
We also use ICT effectively to support the relationship between home and
school. Parents can log on to the school system to view information about their
child including attendance records and achievement data. Student reports
are also circulated electronically, as are letters to parents. Text messaging
is used to inform parents about student absence and give reminders about
forthcoming events.
We also have an online payment system which can be used for all payments
to school, and our catering system is fully cashless.

History of Limehurst
Limehurst has a proud heritage. We opened in 1931 to serve the whole town,
but as two separate schools: Limehurst Boys’ Senior School and Limehurst Girls’
Senior School. In time, the boys moved to another school in the town, and for
a period Limehurst became a girls’ school. In 1981 Limehurst again became
a co-educational school.
We are committed to community education. When the school celebrated
its 75th Anniversary in 2006, hundreds of visitors, ex-students and staff came
to share their recollections of their time at Limehurst. These visitors spanned
all decades from the 1930s to the present day; they had travelled from
many parts of the country and even from as far away as Greece to be here!
Commemorative benches were built to celebrate this achievement.
Life at Limehurst was very different in the past, but all our ex-students spoke
with fond memories of the fine education they received here.
We have kept what is best of Limehurst’s traditions whilst moving forward with
innovative teaching and superb facilities, including Science laboratories, ICT
suites, Design Technology workshops, a brand new Sports Hall and Learning
Resource Centre.
Limehurst continues to serve at the heart of the community.

“Parents and pupils are positive about
the care and support they receive”
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